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Avenue J, Barrack 1, Apt, 2
Fresno Assembly Center
Fresno, California
May 18, 1.942
My dear Virginia:
It seems that you were writing
was writing to you. But I did
to-day. It was good of you to
by answering this day, just 36
temporary exile of ours.

to me on the same day that I
not receive your letter until
do so, and I shall reciprocate
hours after entering this

First of all, let me say that conditions are not quite as
bad as most of the people had pictured. At present anyway,
they are all taking this somewhat philosophically; more as
an adventure, the novelty of which will surely soon wear off .
A number of evacuees in this camp have been working all day
throughout the past years, and this experience is like a
long awaited vacation to them. I ! m afraid that if these
people are not put to some useful work soon, they will go
"stir-crazy" slowly. To see them during the day, whiling
away their time, doing nothing in particular but gabbing
with neighbors and friends in whatever shade they can find
in this hot and shadeless place, I begin to wonder what will
gradually happen to them. Of course I am talking about the
older folks now. Some have been put on the "pay-roll", working the scenery, carpentry, and kitchen duties. The latter
is a roasting and thankless job, long hours, and a hard sort
of work as compared to what the majority are doing at present;
that is loafing.
The youngsters do not seem to be aware of the whys and wherefores of this change, and are having a grand "picnic", as
you might say, playing ball whereever they can, and roaming
the grounds as a whole.
to apply
The older fellows are trying/their respective talents to
whatever type they are suited for, and most of them are already working at these positions. It's a good thing, for I
can well realize how important it is to be doing something.
Many of us have not had enough time to adapt ourselves to
this new location; therefore there is not very much that I
can say about the socialogical side of all this. Within a
few more days, I'm sure that I can answer you in this respect.
Bankers, farmers, merchants, and common laborers- there just
isn't any distinction, especially when we all have to get in
line and wait to eat our meals. These women with small children ¥/ho have to wait
patiently in line for thirty minutes
and more in order/inSb the mess hall to eat, waiting in the
hot sun-I can't help feeling sympathetic towards them.
i

- 2 -

There are several cases among the civilians of the camp that
is really touching. Among these is the case of a Mexican girl
who has part Japanese blood in her. All of her life she has
lived among Mexican people, reared among them, and even married a Mexican boy. But she is in this camp. On top of it
all, she is pregnant. She just doesn»t fit into this picture, has practically no friends to speak of, except those
who understand her predicament and desire to sympathize with
her. I have heard that she seems so self conscious of herself that she stays indoors as much as possible, and spends
most of the night3 sobbing and crying. Her husband, I understand, is trying to obtain an exemption for her from the outside, which I certainly hope he gets. If anyone deserves an
exemption of this kind, she surely is it.
There are a few more individuals of this type, but they are
doing better with themselves.
The food, because we have no other choice, is quite all right,
for hunger does funny things to one»s stomach. Mind you,
this is not an outright complaint, but it does take some of
us time to get used to this type of food.
They, that is, the carpenters from the outside, have started
remodeling the womens 1 showers and rest rooms, which is a
break the women deserve. More privacy for the ladies is the
aim. The hot and cold water has not been fully adjusted as
yet, so we are just getting cold water the greater part of
the time.
So many of the people turned amateur carpenters overnite in
order to beautify their respective rooms in the way of shelves,
clothes closet, small chairs and tables. Where did we get
all the lumber? There is, rather, there was a pile of used
lumber, odds and ends of the finished barracks, from which
we gathered the woodwork to do the carpentry. Getting such
lumber is like going on a scavenger hunt. Young and old are
still searching the pile for whatever they can find to build
up their rooms the best way possible.
Speaking of rooms, many families are sharing the same room
with other families, with only a hanging curtain or sheet
separating them. This set-up does not appeal to me as
quite right for married people. Who am I to determine the
right or wrong of all this? But the wrong is there and
everywhere and it just isn't right. And so far into the n i t e —
As far I am concerned, I have been made a recreational director, and a fev of us fellows are trying a program for the
camp; that is, trying to work out a program. This is quite
important, and we aim to do our best.
This letter is just a general outlook on camp-life as a whole.
In my next writing, I expect to go into more detail of specific
matters.
Thanks again, say hello to Hilda, and I shall see you ag&in.
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Avenue J, Barrack 1, Apt..2
Assembly Center
Fresno, California
May 28, 1942
Dear Virginia:
It was sure a relief to receive your prompt answer to my long
letter of last week. At the time there were so many rumors
to the effect that our letters were being censored by the postal officials, due largely to the food poisoning incident. But
now, all my worries are dispelled.
Keally, you would be surprised at this town which has mushroomed overnight in this center. Away from our homes and
familiar conveniences, we are all making necessary adjustments in order to fit ourselves to this new life and new
surroundings. People are now getting accustomed to the conditions here, and things are coming along in nice fashion,
under the circumstances.
We just received a batch of new evacuees from Florin way
yesterday, some five hundred strong, with more expected within the next few days, from where I do not know. What large
families they have in Florin! Almost an average of ten to a
family, with children in step ladder fashion, that is, ranging
from one to the teen ages. Th.e heads of these new families
seem to mostly farmers; so that probably accounts for the
many kidd, or does it?
This week the weather has been the opposite of last week, v/ith
it being cold, windy, and rainy, also. Quite unusual for this
section of the state for the month of May, but so many unusual things have been happening this year that we can overlook many things.
I have heard rumors of thievery and girls coming home e-rly
in the mornings, but no verifications yet; so cannot tell you
this for a fact. I suppose that in closely quartered centers
as this, you can f t get away from such incidents. I have also
heard of some big poker games going on, but such games as a
whole cannot be looked upon as a crime here.
The Council is just in the preliminary stages today, with ten
leaders being selected in each block to represent that particular block. From the ten are selected two official representatives and one alternate to the center council. There
are at present ten blocks in all. From these twenty people
are selected are five men to sit in on meetings with the camp
manager. There you have a rough idea of the governmental setup here.
Th.e restrooms now have regular bowl seats now in all of them.
Th'e privacy improvement for the womens' is still on paper,
with no definite action as yet. T^e women*s showers are in
the same category.
I can't say as much for the food here as in Tanforan, for it
has not improved to such a high degree as that. But, as I
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have said before, we just have no choice in the matter.
In this center it is true also that the younger set have
taken over all, or at least, the major part of all and any
key jobs there are to be had. But you have to admit thsfc
there are many on the outside who are more deserving of
these positions. It's a shame that there so many persons
who are much more capable, sitting on the sidelines, doing
practically nothing.
As far as recreations are concerned, there is no organized
arrangements made yet. Too much of it still on paper has
not received the attention which this phase deserves. But
with no action from the administration office, the hands of
the personnel are tied. But, the educational committee within the camp has started schooling for the younger children,
at least, the registration end of it anyway. With such a
large sign-up, perhaps the facilities offered to us here will
not care for such a large enrollment, which doesn't sound so
good. You know, in all of our work, we seem to advance so
far, and then we are stumped, what with such slow co-operation
from the front office. Too much responsibilities are placed
on the shoulders of too few men. This tends to give them
more work that they can handle efficiently; too many things
are started but never finished ar accomplished to anyone's
satisfaction.
Going out to lunch
that is a strange but familiar phrase to
me. Sure, I wish I could accompany you, but as you would say,
it shail have to wait until another day yet to come.
What would happen if you wrote a letter that went beyond one
sheet?
Thanks for your pleasant and welcome friendliness in your
letters. It'3 nice to look to forward to hearing from you.
By the way, the canteen or commissary here is getting the
top prices for anything they sell here. Cigarettes are fifteen cents a package or a dollar and half a carton, which is
just short of robbery, I think. Book matches costs us just
twenty-five cents a box, and I teed to get them for nothing,
I wish they would sell more fruit, such as bananas, apples,
and oranges; also Kleenex and "cokes". For the number of
people here who want to patronize the canteen, the sig© and
the short hours it Is open is a great handicap. #e do have
to purchase script books of $2.50 denominations in order to
buy at the store. And the rush is terrible.
Oh yes, I did write to Hilda. Such an efficient worker as she,
she should have no difficulty at all. Look at yourself, two
positions and still going strong. All I can say is more
power to you and take care of yourself. Until our next
meeting in these letters, I am
Sincerely youcs,

/J

Avenue J, Barrack 1, Apt. 2
Assembly Center
Fresno, California
June 5, 1942
Dear Virginia:
Back on the beat again with my weekly letter to you-It's good to hear from someone as regular as you in a
place like this. It's enough to give anyone a well deserved uplift when it is needed the most.
Camp life i3 progressing along as smoothly as expected,
if not better. The main reason for that is that the
populace itself comes in the majority from the Central
California region, where the people are more or less
intimate and have been living in close vicinity for
many years. The people themselves get along as one big,
happy family. ' The addition of about a thousand new
evacuees from Florin and Elk Grove last week may make a 1
difference, but I hope not. The manager and the civilian
police are quite surprised at the good behavior of all
of us, which is rather encouraging, to say the least.
Th© educational program swings into full sway this week,
with daily classes being held for all age groups. Lack
of indoor classrooms is one setback, but the classes
are managing quite well outdoors. The recreational
program also got started this week, with the inauguration of "sumo" (Japanese style of wrestling), mnder
the general direction of yours truly. Volley courts,
two in fact, have been erected, with more to come
when facilities and other equipment will so permit.
That is where we are stumped, and the front office
comes into the picture, with a lot of plans and
ideas on paper, but no definite action.
The restrooms have been improved to the extent that
bowl seats and covers have been installed, period.
Also, foot showers are being put in, which is very
welcome. (Which are, pardon my grammar)
Food is getting better, with more being served at each
meal. 1 suppose that the cooks are becoming accustomed
to the coal burning stoves by now. It's one hell of a
job working in front of those stoves during the mid-day
heat, although the past week has been rather cool, with
the wind blowing hard every night.
Have you ever gone to sleep to the tune of the crickets'
serenade? Try it ,sometime, it 'is .¿uite soothing, when
you are in the mood. W e have plenty to spare here, for
not only are we congregated here, but also the crickets.
I understand that the Military Area N c . 2 is being subjected to the curfew and travel restrictions, which indicates that eventual evacuation for the people there ^
is in order. Japanese are going to^carcer than a hen s
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tooth in the very near future,
I, too, have not been to any shows, or have not been going out, either, so there is little, if at all, to report on that. Miniature golf—sounds like a familiar
game. Can't say that 1 want to recollect such recreations
in this c^mp
Mr. Walte r Pollock is the party you were referring to
in your last letter. Yes, he is a nice and likeable
fellow, but he has too many responsibilities for one
person, lis load should be Relieved, so that more
things can be started and finished.
Murder myster ies are my weakness, and the books will
be most welcome. A library has been opened within the
center with books being donated by individuals and
organizations. A two by four canteen is open for the
use of some five thousand people and the service is
terrific.
Well, I have to go to ameeting, so will bid you adieu,
until the next writing.

June 4, 1942
Dear Sam:
Got your letter this morning.
end of it so well.
m;ysfceries to you.

Thanks for keeping tip jour

I let you clown by not getting those darn
I meant to, honest, but go t so engrossed that

I read one and am leading the other .
I'll send them off tomorrow.
night reading.

I couldn't

I knar; that's plain mean.

I stayed up half the night last
sleep until I found out who dun it.

The camp really sounds as though it's improving.

I'm glad

to hear you're working, but what the heck is this "sumo".
far as I know, wrestling am wrestling.

As

Is it something fancy?

Yes, military zone £ is frozen and I guess evacuation will
start soon.

I Just heard that Llari Ok*zaki left for area no. £,

near Fresno.

Her job is supposedly up the 6th but maybe they're

keeping her on.

I'm afraid you're rig t, it looks as though

they're going to move everyone out.

One of the kids I know at

Xanforan has parents in this new order and he now doesn't know
where they'll go.
xhe way you discribe Fresno camp it sounds better than
any of them.

Is everyone just one happy family£

this visiting stage will be over soon.

I suppose

I should think there

would already bo some conflict arising between the Issei and
UeaM.

It has been in the other ones.

But perhaps there is

a mo. e conservative group in the valley.

After all, it has

been known for a long time that farmers have more control over
tne ir families than any class.
trouble.

In the city you find much more

Are most of the people there small farmers.

I've

o
u

forgotten the percentage of people who were farmers.
impression is that they were a large percentage.

But my

Eight?

I'm sitting aon 3 very high «tool to ^rite this as the
typewriter is high, so I'm getting quite tired.
have to find another arrangement.

Think I'll

And don't you suggest my

writing longhaod, or you '11 be darn sorry.

I think you'd

prefer my typigraphical errors to my handwriting.
2*o, I can't remember having ever gone to sleep to the
tune of crickets chirping but it sounds like a hard thing
to do.

.«'alt until you try to go to sleep after reading a

gruesome muroer.

I had a terrible time — - k e p t

imagining

noises etc.
I have to run along now and get some food before the
stores close.

Did you know that ther e are hardly any

strawberries on the market and \tiat there are are very, very
expensive.

I wonder if one of the reasons isn't the Sacramento

and Fresno evacuation.
Write me soon

au revoir,

Avenue J, Barrack 1, Apt
Assembly Center
Fresno, California
June 10, 1942
Dear Virginia:
For the past few days I have been what you might call "under the
weather" what with a touch of cold, hay fever, and what have you
in this freakish weather we have been having here lately. During
the day it has been hot, and the evenings cool if not cold, with
a terrific wind blowing every nite and kicking up a hell of a
dust stDrm every day. And is it dusty in this dry place! One
might think that he was in the middle of a Gklahoma dust bowl,
(an before a v o w e l — a n Oklahoma dust bowl, right?)
Graduation exercises are being scheduled for the near future
for the hundreds of potential graduates in this center, with
their wearing of caps and gowns, which has been approved by the
front office• M 0 st of the diplomas have been received already
from the various schools. This will do so much good for the
graduates who had thought that they would miss out on commencement exercises this year.
We have had several talent shows here, and ; e haven't begun to
uncover the talent represented in this camp yet. We seem to
have run into some conflict already in this respect. Some of
these classical talents we" &ave will not appear on the same
program with the popular type of artists. We can understand
their feelings, but we believe that while in this center we
should get av/ay from this class distinction, that some of us
are better that the next fellow. We intend to discourage that
type of thinking as much as possible,and this matter of talent
shows will need a lot of co-ordination to stymie any conflicts
as of above. You know, when we get in line to eat in the mess
halls with a plate in our hand, there is no difference between
a former banker, farmer, poor man, or what have you. We should
strive to do the greatest good for the greatest number of people
for the greatest number of years. To do this we will have to do
away with class distinction; we are all in the same boat; sacrificing our all for a common cause with other Americans on the out'
side-those on the fighting front and those on the home front.
So you've never heard of "sumo" before? Well, you have to see
it to understand it, but here goes an attempt to explain on paper.
It's a type of wrestling done by two contestants within a fifteen
(approximate) foot dirt ring, bounded by a ridge. The wrestlers
themselves are undressed to the extent that they wear only a
canvas belt around their waist and under their crotch., said belt
used to grab opponents - it is one long belt, going under their
crotch and several times around their waist. The two grunt and
groaners enter the ring, spray salt, which has been provided before'
hand, around the ring as a tfood luck omen, stamp their feet on
the flat, dampened ground, #$###stoop and face each other and at
a given signal, both attack. The objective being to grab the
opponent in some way as to throw him to ground within the ging, or
else push him out of the ring. If any part of a person 1 s body
touches the ground, he loses. This version does not sound very

exciting, but it really is, being one of the favorite pastimes
for the older folks. As I said, you have to see it, to enjoy
it. If I were able to paint a live picture of this sport,
you'd probably be out of breath by this time with excitement.
Over 1500 youngsters are attending daily classes in this
center, with teachers being recruited from the ranks of the
evacuees, and doing a good job of it, too. Recreational
program is on a small scale, with ample facilities our main
handicap.
There is need hers for dental care, but no equipment as yet.
Medicines are here, but that is about all. 'The hospital is
getting in th&ir back orders now. T^e cry for an optometrist,
and a shoe repair shop, also a barber shop or ten, and a
beauty parlor has been prevalent for some time. Some of us
are beginning to look like Tarzan without our haircuts. I,
myself, have acquired a sort of tan that is hard to describe.
I'm "done" just right, as one' might say. It's a funny kind of
tan. I often mistake myself when I look into the mirror in
the mornings.

,

Visitors' days have just about been arranged for by the administration. T^ey will be admitted only by written invitations by us
in the center. Only so many will be admitted each day, and only
on presentation of such invitation. T-^e time of visiting is
limited. Ty,e place is a barrack near the administration offices,
visiting tables similar to the mess hall tables, where we and
the visitor sit and converse. The visitors will not be allowed
to go beyond this barrack into the camp itself.
& a ch nite we have to be within our rooms between the hours of
ten and eleven p. m. effective last Saturday. Our lights must
be left on until the center police has completed the count of
persons in our respective room. How long this will keep up,
I know not, nor why they are doing this, I do not know.
I've been aiming to ask you with each letter, but have forgotten
each time, but if you have any old song sheets around your room,
could you send them to me? They will help to keep the neighbors
awake at nite.
As I sit and type this, there are my parents, lying on their cots,
with straw-filled mattresses, by the way, whiling away their time
reading and snoozing, whereas under ordinary circumstances they
would be out In the field or around our old house tending to the
flowers and garden. My older brother works In t: e messhalls at
mealtimes, but at present is reading on his bed, a&so. His wife
is knitting, crocheting, I think is what they call it. Is'nt thsfc
an active, bustling picture of humanityV
I hear they have watermelons on the market now. Gosh, how about
sending me a nice, ripe, cold melonY All kidding aside, I understand they are tasteless this year on account of the cold weather.
Don't forget me, neither--

Department of Political Science
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Mr. Sam Eakai o
Ave. J, Bar. 1, Apt. 2
Fresno Assembly Center
Fresno, California
Dear Sa^ai
I am sorry I have not written to you sooner, but
have been very busy. We held a general staff meeting
on the Evacuation Study which I told you a little about.
Things are becoming clearer now and I have more of an
idea of what I want. I wonder if it would be possible
for you to interview some of the farcers in your camp
in order to see if all arrangements concerning their
farms were completed, and if they are satisfied. This
need't be a large number, but I would like some sort of
a sample. I hope you have time to do this as I want this
kind of a report, if you can't, no hard feelings.
Let me know what is hapening on the recreational
side as I am interested in that too. Have the churches
been formed? If so what ones are being allowed?
I will write you a more complete letter as soon as
I find time. Thanks an awfully lot Sam.
Sincerely yours

VGj AE

Virginia Galbraith
Research Assistant

June 12, 1942
Dear Sam:
Thanks for the nice long letter. It was a coincidence, "but Hilda
was in the office when your letter arrived and we were talking about
you. She said to say hello and tallyho when 1 wrote you. She is still
looking for a job.
At least, 1 have a better idea of sumo than "before. 2 love
wrestling matches so I am sure I'd scream my head off if 1 saw one of
the sumo matches.
Thanks for telling me about the visitors at Fresno. How 1 have
to ask you for an invitation. ($uite silly to have to ask for your
own invitation.) I very probably will come to Fresno for the Kenney
Comm .ttee hearings on June 22-24. In which case, 2 shall eert&ihly
want to come out to see you. Am I invited? How do I get out there
since 1 probably won't have acar?
I feel like a terrible person having told you two weeks ago 2
was going to send those mysteries, and still haven't done it. I read
one and now haven't found time to wrap them and t.ike them to the post
office. B t Honestly I shalll
I have no song sheets around and no
one 1 know has, but 2 may run into some bargains in which case I'll
sure get them. Any&ay I'll be on the lookout.
We are working very hard lately. I've been trying to keep up
on the evacuation by re-ding reports at night so it amounts to a 24
hour a day job. But I'm so interested that I can't seem to relax.
I'll let you know definitely if I will be down and when so you
will know. Bight now things are somewhat up in the air. I espeaially
would like to find out what's going on in Military 2on© 2. Marl
Okazaki is down in Reedley now and I may catch up with the group before long. Have you heard anything about it? I am still more latere ted in the farmers and their problems than anything, so keep your
ears and eyes open, huh? I have the JAGL histories of farming in each
county that were written pre-evacuation and I would like very much
to follow this up and gftt the changes which have occurred due to the
evacuation.
Bye for now.

Hope to se

you soon.

J-l-2
Assembly Center
Fresno, California
June 18, 1942
My dear Virginia:
I have just finished your interesting hand written
letter, and 1 should reciprocate in like manner,
but 1 have such a time writ/iing in a straight line
across the page that 1 have fallen back on this
typewriter. I well realize that personal letters
should not be typed, but
First of all, a bit of cheery news to us is the
numerous indications which seem to make us feel
that we are going to be allowed to stay in this
center much longer than we expect. For instance,
we have reliable information that as soon as the
Sacr&onento, s ali nas, and Marysville centers are
cleared of all residents to the relocation areas,
the equipment on such grounds will be sent here to
Fresno. Also, a farm project has been started with
a large sign-up of workers. Gardens have already
been started on rather a large scale v/ithin the
center, and smaller gardens between the barracks
and between the showers. Drinking fountains are to
be installed throughout the camp, 65 in all. A
large field to be used as a-re ere a clonal area is
now being worked over, which will accomodate some
three or four baseball diamonds, a children's
playground with swings, teeter-boards, etc.
Graduation exercises are to be held tomorrow nite
with about a hundred graduates, wearing caps and
gowns at the Center Bowl, an outdoor locale with
a large stage and seating capacity of some three
thousand persons. This is the most recent improvement-the building of this amusement place for all
outdoor entertainment. I do hope that the office
will approve the use of a microphone for such purposes. To such a itarge audience, and being outdoors,
without some sort of loud-speaker system, it just
isn't fair either to the listening public or to
the entertainers, and speakers.

FRESNO ASSEMBLY CENTER
The undersigned invites:

at the G-u&st House (enter at Ventura
A v e v a t e ) at

r

to^
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OpM,

/ RT-^O

(Signature
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^

, 1942".

(B Ipgj^Barr ackT^.pt )

Out Pass Approved:

Officer in Charge

Information Center

Guests are subject to Center Regulations.

GUESTS:
Are not permitted to bring ^ackagcs or articlos of
any kind.
Arc allowed daily, at the Quest House only.
Are United to 50 for any one-half (l/2) hair pcriai.
;.rust leave the Center immediately when notified
their visiting time is up.
Not more than 1 guest can use a single invitation.
Only the time and date shown on the invitation
will be honored at the gate.
Invitations must be issued by the ovacuees themselves .
Control of invitations is in the hands of the
"Citizens Committee".
Automobiles are prohibited in the Center.
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July S0 1942

Dear Sam?
I'm sorry I haven't written sooner but this time I have
a good excuse.

I had a bad touch of the flu and was in bed

all last week.

I am now okay but feel swashed with work

having missed a week.
to the office.

I got your letter when I returned

I really sympathize with you since we have

had almost comparable weather here.

Last week-end it was

so darn hot w© couldn't eat around here.
/

/

She stuff you mention about Mr. P. is ve y interesting—
and very surprising.
met him.
1

I would not have believed it when we

Let me know the developments, not that X know what

can do, but perhaps something will eventually ha

ho e so.
foran.

A

an.

I do

similar situation was recently alleviated at T n-

I su pose y u heard about it.

We are carrying on most of our graduate study at fule Lake.
,£

he¿' are very swell up there and have cooperated with every-

one.

It would really be a break for you if Fresno were moved

to Tyle Lake.

I wonder what the chances are?

My work is mostly of a secretarial variety, but of course,
all of the problem is interesnéAg.

I was particularly int-

erested in the elections held at Taufor&n.
had similar ones.

Tou probably have

,¿,

he posters were very funny, and BO typical

of the young Hisei group, who I think f*r the most part are
a wide-a ake intelligent bunch of people.
the ones I know are of the JACL.

Of course, most of

2

I am not doing any school work although I feel r ther
bad about letting it slip.

I am working on ray French at

night so that X can take my French examination for my PhD
/

/

s o o n — i n about two months, I think.
What do you do at nights down there?
they have

ny shows,

I don« t suppose

^o they have Saturday night dances?

I hope for your health's sake that you do something b©~
sides play baseball.

You'll pfcobably get out of there minus

two fingers and with a mass of bruises.
see how I feel about baseball

You can readily

Speaking of movies, I saw

one go d show lately ( there has been a dirge of them)
was an Snglish picture by H# 0. Wells called

H

Uhis

Kips M and it
*

'

was very artistically done besides being touching d r a m a —
about a simple soul.
Say do you know anything of this prevalent belief that
the Ja ane e

(Zssei) do not like or won't drink milk.

hear it's similar to the Jewish dislike for pork.
anything to that?

I

Is there

I can't seem to get at it.

I have loads of work to do today so I have to stop writing
now, but I'll write a longer letter
taining at the end of the week.

nd I ho e more enter-

Have uncovered no song

sheets, yet, and still have to mail those darn mysteries to
you, but don't loese hope, I shall some bright day do both.

Sincerely yours.

M

J-l-2
Assembly Center
Fresno, California
July 10, 1942
Dear Virginia:
I, too, have been rather slow again in answering your
letter, but this time it was on account of just the thing
you mentioned in your writing would happen if I played
baseball. Yes, for the past two weeks" 1 have been laid
up with a couple of bandaged fingers on just that account,
and now I have regained the use of my right hand fingers
to write you again. Rather a coincidence, do you not
think so?
Judging from your letter you are not only charming and
pleasant, but you are also very studious and ambitious.
More power to such as you. It makes me want to go back
to school again and resume my study of commerce. Perhaps, if this student relocation plan is enticing enou^i. ,
i may do just that. But, finances are limited, 1 mean
the sources of finances, and that may be my hold-back.
In this center one does not merit much, remuneration nor
doe s he have much need for it, except for clothes and
so-called luxuries whild in these barb-?/ired enclosures.
Within the past few days the center has begun to issue
free coupons, script books, to all the residents. That
is, $4.00 for man and wife, and one dollar for any and
all persons under sixteen years of age, but no family
will be allowed over the maximum of $7.50. All persons
over sixteen years old will receive a $2.50 book'. Most
of us have received our June and J uly allotment already.
Also, many of us have received our first pay checks.
And the total on some are staggering,for instance, a
check written by the government to the amount of $.«351
That particular individual swears that he will frame
it and keep it for life.
Your inquiry about the milk incident interests me, for
1 did not know that such a thing ever existed among the
older folks. As far as I know, and as far as I have seen
here, they have been taking milk and liking it. Because
they want to or have to, I'm not so sure.
The elections at this center were not carried on so
elaborate a scale as that you mentioned, for there was
a distinct lack of fanfare of candidates ana posters.
It was all done in the respective mess-halls, and the
governing boay of five men were chosen more by popularity
than anything else. It just so happened that these
parties were also capable as well as popular. The lack
of any sort of major troi bles is evidence of the morale
of the residents here.
We have just learned that the administration is going to
construct two 20x40 feet wading pools 18 inches deep for
the youngsters. Because of the lack of shade here, one
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will probably more adults in them than children for whom
they are intended. Incidentally, we have a'so learned
that this center will not be moved anywhere until after
September. Of course, this will be subject to the change
of conditions of war.
Some of my friends have been receiving letters from Tule
^ake, and they find each one censored. This is the first
time actual censorship has been exercised from any center
or relocation that 1 know of, and it does not speak so
\ ell of Tule Lake. W© have heard so many favorable comments about that area, and to have the letters so treated,
one begins to wonder.
Virginia, 1 am beginning to miss my Caucasian contacts
that i used to have, and 1 presume that there are many
others in the same predicament. I'm afraid to think
how we will fit into the social and business life of
the post-war era. After all, history may repeat itself, and 50 years from now, another evacuation may
take place. What about all of the marriageable nisei?
Our parents, how will they adjust themselves? These
problems seem uppermost in the minds of the younger
set now. You know, the morale of the 20-30 years old
group is not as high as that of the Is^ei, who are so
anxious to make the bsst of things, and to do what they
can for their children who had so much taken away from
them.
Received a letter from Plilda, and I find she has gone
back to school. j. wonder what happened to her possibilities as to the WRA job. She sounds well and contented,
though, with her present set-up.
Vtfill you be making that trip down here sometime in the
near future, as you had planned? If so, please let me
know, for preparations to welcome such a party as you
must necessarily need time.
Take care of yourself, and I'
again.

"

' you are well

l /

J

August 25, 1942

Dear Sam*
This time I have time for but a note, in oontrast to my last l e t t e r —
long but involved. You#s was indeed welcome as it has been along time sine»
I've heard from you,
Gosfa, it's a damn siOune that on top of roughing it you have to put up
with the stupidity you mention, I can't help but agree with your oonolusions
that the best thing to do is just not argue. Anyway there is hope in the
fact that it is just temporary. You will no doubt move soon. Everyone else
is moving• It seems to me that the Relocation Centers just can't be compared in any respect to the Assembly centers, which, of course, is all for
the pood, I'm sure one couldn't dream up a worse set-up than the assembly
centers. No doubt a lot of adjusting is having to be made in the Relocation
Centers <md also a lot of unpleasantries, but it is still better. The place
lacks the prison look of the assembly centers since the R , C. is big. Also
the housing is definitely superior. It's hot in the Arizona ones but that
still can be stood if you have the type of administration and sympathetic
cooper tion that comes from intelligent people, but lacking in almost all
assembly centers.
Hell, the whole thing is hard to think about without beooming emotional.
And I suppose under the oircumstances the one thing we should not do is
become emotional. Ify personal feelings are that we'd better win this war
fast and start cleaning up our own baokyard just as soon as we can. I'd
sure like to handle one of the brooms.
I said this was to be just a note as I have to run over to the Library,
but here I am almost to the bottom of the page. So keeping my word, I'Ll
quit.
Write soon, Sam and let me know what you do with yourself. I've he^rd
it's terribly hot in the valley, but you valley people are probably used
it. I hate hevt, but would like a little around here just to break the
monotony of the fog.
By the w^y, do you suppose we could get a set of the newpapers of
imp? Who would I write to? I'll, naturally, pay all oosts to them,
i the dope?
$

October 14, 1942

Desr S a m s
Received your letter and was very happy
to hear that you are finally being relocated
although Arkansas sounds like a strange place
to have to go. I will write you a longer letter
when you get there and let you know whats going
on in California. Be sure and send me your
address immediately upon arriving. Sorry to
dash this off but I want you to get it before
you leave.
Bon voyage and lots of luck.

J-1-2

iis - embly Center
Fresno, California
Ocotber 6, 194;
Dear Virginia:
It has been a hell of a long time since I have last
heard from you. Not so many days ago, I did receive
some stamp money from your secretary, presumably,
but nary a word from you.
4
-

*

By nou you probably know that
is center is to be
relocated in Jerome, Arkansas, with the advance crew
having departed already. My particular section is
scheduled to leave on the 16th of this month, only
ten days away.
Arkansas--hov.- far away it sounds, but taking things as
t.' ey come, I don't think that it will be so bad. ~We
are going for a futile cause on our part in a way, but
in another way, we are going for a good cause. I
suppose it is tie way you look at things. As for me,
I'm going, because I have no chiice in the matter. I'm
stringing along with the people who have been here together the past five months, and not trying to obtain
a release to go to some other relocation center as
many have done.
No news is bad news. Tftit is why I am so eager to hear
from you. 3ven Hilda has stopped writing, and I do hope
the reasons are nothing serious.
I am in the midst of packing again, just as I w. s some
five months ago, but this time, it is to a point so
many, many miles away. T^ere is one consolation, tho.
T^is will be my first trip out of the state, and perhaps the only time that 1 will be able to see so much
of these United States.
Please write if you can spare the time and effort, at
least by the time I leave.
Sirtterely yO

