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Ye Gods, how fast the month goes byl I feel pretty good as I menaged
to live entirely within my income this month and it was not too much of a
pinch. I didn't have too many extra expenses, and after deducting the loans
I made, I find that I did not go over my income as I had thought., I still
owe Emiko and Bette & dinner down in Chinatown as I said I would take them
if I passed my course. Bette got a craving for Chinese food and she wants
to go tonighte I presume I passed the course as I am taking the second
half and nothing has been said to me. Emiko and Bette are sleeping late
this morning as they have finished up all the housework for the weekend and
the shopping is completed. They were talking about doing the laundry last
night and they may get around to it today if they feel ambitious. They
were still sleeping when I left,

Bette slipped on the ice when she was going to school yesterday so
that she has quite a painful bruise on her shins. She soaked it in hot

water for about an hour last night. Emiko met a Nisei girl friend downtown

so that she went to dinner with her., She came home about 9:30 and she was

busy writing letters, plamning on what had to be done for the nursing school
yet, planning her homework for the weekend, listening to the records which
Yosh sent her from N.Y.,, huming dumb songs, washing her hair, and taking a
bath. She did not go to bed until about 2:00 last night., She did not get-
enough to eat over at Nancy's so that she cooked the steak we had left for
her, Emiko has been having quite a bit of social life lately. It has most-
ly been with her college friends. I never say anything to her anymore as I
figure that she is not doing anything wrong. I notice that she is smoking

those lady cigarettes nows She never smokes around the house; she only does
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it with her school friends for effect. They want her to go bowling again
Sunday but she is broke. The new taxes go into effect today and it is on
theaters, bowling alleys, and all the luxury goods.

Bette mentioned her ambitions to go to college again last night and I
told her that I would not let her down. I said she could have all the money
in the bank in the event that I suddenly get drafted. Bette is so anxious
to go to college; it would be a shame if she were ever denied the chance.
I told her when she was 14 years old that I would send her some day and I
think that the chances now are fairly good, but it will take a little time
to investigate around =-=- and time is so limiteq;>>

I ran all around yesterday morning and this morning trying to find my
draft bbard. Dorothy wants me to execute a form #62 for an appeal for de=-
ferment, I presume, but they never heard of such a form. Apparently the
registrant does not do the appealing in this state like in California or
maybe the lady at the local draft board was dumbe When I told her that I
had dependents out here, she said, "Oh, you Japanese Americans are lucky.
You have nothing to worry about because you can send them back to the 'in-
termént'! camp and the govermment will look after them. Our American boys
have to look after their own," What a dope! I told her that I did not

want to send my dependents back to cemp and that was the reason why I brought

them out here in the first place. <£; suspect that only the California boards

have a form for the registrant to appeal for occupational deferment as out
here the employer has to do ites I will have to ask around some mor?£>>
I got a selective service occupational questionnaire yesterday so that

I suppose I will be getting my reclassification soon. I believe ﬂhave a sort
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of ambiguous feeling about the whole draft situation» | have been think-
ing of it largely in terms of personal motives, | suppose. At the same
time, | do recognize that I have a certain duty to perform and 1 still
think that I am contributing to the war effort with the work 1 am doing»
Occasionally, | feel that I might as well get it over with and get into
the Army as fast as possible, but the big stumbling block right now is in

regards to Emiko and Betted schooling« If I can hold off untilhthey are
that

settled, then my mind will be greatly relieved« It is too bad/l can"t con-

tinue on with my work indefinitely, but it is almost inevitable that I will

be called into the Army sooner or later, it looks like sooner right now»
IT I look at the whole thing purely from a selfish point of view, 1
suppose 1 will be able to benefit by being in the Army and it does protect
my own future. Aside from the issue of democratic principles that may be
achieved, | think that I will have other immediate benefits» 1 don"t know
whether 1 could make a combat team; 1 suppose | am pretty soft» What 1
would like to do would be to get in as a social worker in one of those Cau-
casian psychiatric Army Centers» 1 will be very unhappy in a Segregated
unit> Looking beyond the Army, I would gain since | would be eligible for
a mustering out pay and all the other veteran®s deals and post-war graft
which are sure to come up to haunt the taxpayers who look on soldiers as
heros now but perhaps bums after victory has been won» In the Army, the
family would be eligible for dependents support and part of that could be
used for Emiko and Bette"s schooling and there even might be a family fund
set up for the eventual resettlement of the camp members. After the war,

I won™"t need my own money too much anyway as 1 would be eligible to get a year"s



