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Descriptive Summary
Title: Carl Leavitt Hubbs Papers,
Date (inclusive): 1920-1979
Collection number: MC 5
Creator: Hubbs, Carl Leavitt
Repository: Scripps Institution of Oceanography Library
University of California, San Diego
La Jolla, California
Shelf location: For current information on the location of these materials, please consult the online catalog.
Language: English.
Access
Collection is open for research. Please contact the Scripps Institution of Oceanography Library
(http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sio/) for a detailed inventory of items within the collection.
Restrictions
Student and personnel records are restricted in accordance with law and university policy.
Preferred Citation
[Identification of item], Carl Leavitt Hubbs papers, MC 5, Scripps Institution of Oceanography Library, University of
California, San Diego.
Provenance
Carl Leavitt Hubbs discussed the disposition of his personal library with UCSD Librarian Melvin Voigt in person and in
correspondence in late 1971 and early 1972. On June 20, 1979, Dr. and Mrs. Hubbs signed a gift and absolute assignment
donating all of the Hubbs scientific books and papers to the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. This gift was accepted on
behalf of the Regents of the University of California by SIO Director William A. Nierenberg on July 3, 1979.
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The Hubbs Library and personal papers were transferred by archivist Betty Shor from Hubbs' office in the Marine Biology
Building to the Archives of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in the SIO Library by March 3, 1980. Mrs. Shor
conducted an inventory of the Hubbs Library in May 1980.
Laura Clark Hubbs maintained an office in the SIO Archives from 1980 until 1986. Over the years, she located additional
material at her home and added it to the collection. On September 18, 1981, she found Hubbs' photographs of his 1939 trip
to Alaska for the Department of the Interior and added these images to the Hubbs Papers. On May 14, 1982, Mrs. Hubbs
and her daughter Frances Hubbs Miller gave Dr. Hubbs' slide collection to the SIO Archives. Mrs. Hubbs found nineteen file
folders of material, including slides and photographs of Dr. Hubbs 1929 trip to Japan, in Dr. Hubbs' study at home and
added this material to the Hubbs Papers on January 4, 1982. Mrs. Hubbs found an additional 1.5 linear feet of files and
photographs in Dr. Hubbs' study documenting Hubbs' 1939 trip to Alaska, and she added this material to the Hubbs Papers
on February 28, 1984. A number of oversize Hubbs drawings were located in a map case in Francis Shepard's office and
added to the Hubbs Papers on February 11, 1984. Finally, a small quantity of personal papers, including passports, guest
books, photograph albums, and letters of condolence were found in Mrs. Hubbs' home after her death and were donated by
Earl Hubbs to the SIO Archives on August 26, 1988.
Twenty file folders of material on West Coast Fishes, Group 46, Umbrina were given to Archives by Keith Radford who had
borrowed it from Hubbs. This material was integrated into Hubbs collection on August 11, 1995 and is listed on pages 210
to 211.
Fifteen file folders were loaned during Dr. Hubbs lifetime to his assistant Dr. Robert Wisner, who continued work on these
species for twenty years after Dr. Hubbs death. These were returned on October 9, 1995 and integrated into the already
existing folders on pages 250-252.
Biography
Many biographical essays, memorials and obituaries have been written about Carl Leavitt Hubbs. Researchers interested in
Hubbs's life and career should consult:
Hubbs, Laura C., "List of Students Whose PhD Degree was under the Chairmanship of Carl L. Hubbs through 1974," Copeia,
no. 3 (October 18, 1974), pp. 609-610.
Miller, Frances Hubbs. The Scientific Publications of Carl Leavitt Hubbs: Bibliography and Index, 1915-1981. San Diego:
Hubbs Sea World Research Institute, Special Publication Number 1, 1981.
Norris, Kenneth S., "To Carl Leavitt Hubbs, A Modern Pioneer Naturalist on the Occasion of his Eightieth Year," Copeia, no. 3
(October 18, 1974), pp. 581-594.
Shor, Elizabeth N., Richard H. Rosenblatt and John D. Isaacs, "Carl Leavitt Hubbs, October 18, 1894-June 30, 1979,"
Biographical Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences, v. 56 (1987), pp. 215-249.
Biographical Chronology
The following chronology lists principal events in the lives of Carl Leavitt Hubbs and his wife Laura Clark Hubbs which have
been compiled as background information to assist researchers using the Hubbs Papers.
March 26,
1893 Laura Cornelia Clark born in St. Edwards, Nebraska.

October 18,
1894 Carl Leavitt Hubbs (CLH) born in Williams, Arizona, son of Charles Leavitt Hubbs and Elizabeth Goss Hubbs.

June 21,
1912 CLH graduated from Los Angeles High School, Los Angeles, California.

1915 CLH accompanied John Otterbein Snyder on Survey of fishes of Bonneville Basin, Utah.
May, 1915 Laura Clark received A.B. in Mathematics from Stanford University.
May 22,
1916 CLH received A.B. in Zoology from Stanford University.

  Laura Clark received M.A. in Mathematics, "On a Model of a Surface of the Fourth Order," from Stanford
University

May 21,
1917

CLH received M.A. in Zoology, "The Macrovroid Fishes of the Philippine Islands and the East Indies," Stanford
University

1917-1920 CLH became Assistant Curator of Zoology in charge of fishes, amphibians and reptiles, Field Museum of Natural
History, Chicago, Illinois.

June 15,
1918 Carl Leavitt Hubbs and Laura Clark were married.

1920-1944 CLH appointed Curator of Fishes, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology.



Guide to the Carl Leavitt Hubbs
Papers, 1920-1979

MC 5 4

July-August
1926

CLH, Laura Clark Hubbs (LCH) and family undertook a Pacific Coast collecting trip sponsored by the University
of Michigan.

1927 CLH received a PhD. from the University of Michigan. His dissertation was entitled, "The Structural
Consequences of Modifications of the Developmental Rate in Fishes considered in Reference to Certain
Problems of Evolution."

1928-1930 CLH served as Secretary of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists
March-September
1929 CLH traveled to Java, China and Japan and attended the Pacific Science Congress.

1930-1935 CLH served as Director, Institute for Fisheries Research.
1930-1937 CLH served as Ichthyological Editor of Copeia
1932 CLH and family undertook a collecting trip to the Mississippi River.
February
25, 1933 CLH elected Fellow of the California Academy of Sciences.

1934 CLH, LCH and family undertook a collecting trip to the Western United States.
1934 CLH elected President of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists.
1934 CLH undertook a collecting expedition to Guatemala sponsored by the University of Michigan and the Carnegie

Institution of Washington.
1937 CLH undertook a collecting trip to the Great Smoky Mountains.
August
1938 CLH undertook a collecting trip to Texas and Nevada.

June-October
1939

CLH traveled to Alaska as Field Representative of the U.S. Department of the Interior to investigate wildlife
management.

1942 CLH undertook a collecting trip to the Western United States.
September
1, 1944 CLH appointed Professor of Biology at the Scripps Institutution of Oceanography, University of California.

1945 CLH became Fellow and Member, Board of Trustees of the San Diego Society of Natural History.
Summer
1946 CLH accompanied Errol Flynn on his yacht ZACA on a collecting trip from San Diego to Acapulco.

1946-1947 CLH began the annual census of whales passing the Scripps Institution of Oceanography.
  CLH served two consecutive terms as President of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists.
1947 CLH participated in the establishment of the California Cooperative Oceanic Fisheries Investigation (CalCOFI).
August
1948

CLH and LCH began monthly "temperature runs" to determine the temperature profile of the water along the
shore from San Diego to Punta Baja.

1952 CLH received a Guggenheim Fellowship.
  CLH elected to the National Academy of Sciences.
1952-1964 CLH initiated aerial surveys of Baja whale calving lagoons with Dr. Gifford C. Ewing.
1952-1971 CLH appointed Trustee of the San Diego Zoological Society.
November
1954

CLH discovered a colony of Guadalupe Fur Seals on Isla Guadalupe. The seals had formerly been thought to be
extinct.

July 1, 1962 CLH assumed emeritus rank at Scripps Institution of Oceanographpy, but was recalled to active duty.
1962-1971 CLH served as Vice President, San Diego Zoological Society.
1963 CLH elected Vice President for Conservation and Chairman of the Committee on Fish Conservation.
  CLH named member of the National Academy of Sciences Pacific Science Board.
November
1963 CLH and LCH visited Japan.

December
8, 1964 CLH received the Joseph Leidy Award and Medal of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.

1964-1979 CLH served as a member of the Executive Board, Sea World, San Diego, California.
May 24,
1965 CLH elected foreign member of the Linnaean Society of London.

August-September
1966 CLH and LCH traveled to Japan, Hong Kong, Philippines, Australia and Hawaii.

November
1968 CLH and LCH traveled to Venezuela.

July 1, 1969 CLH assumed emeritus rank at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego.
1971 CLH received Shinkishi Hatai Medal of Japan.
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October 24,
1972 CLH named Fellow of the Zoological Society of San Diego.

May 1977 The Carl and Laura Hubbs-Sea World Research Institute was dedicated.
June 30,
1979 CLH died in La Jolla, California.

June 24,
1988 LCH died in La Jolla, California.

Scope and Content Note
Series Arrangement
The Hubbs Papers include correspondence, field notes, manuscripts, photographs, films, slides, audio tape recordings,
newspaper clippings, data, references and other files generated by Carl Leavitt Hubbs, his wife and colleague Laura Clark
Hubbs, his assistants and graduate students. The files include some personal and family material such as letters,
photographs, and genealogical information, but consist predominantly of material documenting Carl Leavitt Hubbs' work as
a naturalist and ichthyologist. Inclusive dates are 1860-1989, but the collection primarily consists of 1944-1979 material,
the years that Dr. Hubbs worked at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. Small quantities of material dated 1929-1944
document the years Hubbs spent at the Museum of Zoology at the University of Michigan. The collection contains material
dated after Dr. Hubbs' death in 1979, representing work begun by Hubbs but completed by his colleagues, including Laura
Clark Hubbs, Robert Rush Miller, Robert Wisner and others.
The Hubbs Papers include the papers of individuals that Carl Leavitt Hubbs acquired over the years. For instance, when
Hubbs arrived at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in 1944, he met Francis Bertody Sumner, who was retiring after a
long career as a biologist at Scripps. After Sumner's death in l945, Hubbs disposed of Sumner's field notes and personal
papers, but kept some material pertinent to his own research. For instance, Hubbs retained a field notebook entitled "F.B.
Sumner Scripps Institution, La Jolla, California, Field Notes, 1939-1941" and added it to his papers in the Marine Life Series
under the heading "Fishes: Western North America Freshwater, Localities: Great Basin, White River." Hubbs acquired some
letters of Carl H. Eigenmann and Rosa Smith Eigenmann from their daughter when he wrote a biography of the latter. He
filed these letters in the Subject Series under "Biographical Files: Eigenmann, Carl H." and "Biographical Files: Eigenmann,
Rosa Smith." Hubbs was given some correspondence and field notes of SIO Diving Officer Conrad Limbaugh after
Limbaugh's death in 1960. However, as he maintained the Limbaugh Papers in a file distinct from his own, the Limbaugh
Papers were separated from the Hubbs Papers and accessioned as a separate collection in the SIO Archives.
The Hubbs Papers were maintained and organized by Laura Clark Hubbs. He determined file structure, headings and
organization and she did the filing. Dr. Hubbs and others in his group depended upon Mrs. Hubbs to file and retrieve
material from the Hubbs Papers. Over the years, Mrs. Hubbs was assisted in this work by a number of secretaries. In 1962,
Elizabeth Noble Shor joined the Hubbs staff as Laboratory Helper. Mrs. Shor's responsibilities eventually extended to the
care of the files. When Mrs. Shor became Archivist of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography and after Dr. Hubbs' death,
she worked to some extent with Mrs. Hubbs to refine the arrangement of files in the Hubbs Papers.
The Hubbs Papers are a very large collection arranged in an extremely complex manner. The files are divided into seven
series: Biographical Files, Manuscripts, Subject Files, Marine Life Files, Photographs, Films and Audio Recordings, Awards
and Realia. Two of these series, the Subject Files and the Marine Life Files are divided into subseries.
In general, the Subject Series was designed to include files documenting Hubbs' faculty, consulting, committee and
community work and subjects of general interest, while the Marine Life Series was designed to include files documenting
his scientific research including field, laboratory and library work on specific species. There is, however, some overlap
between these two large series. For instance, the Subject Series includes a heading entitled "Conservation/Preservation."
This material includes references, reports, notes, correspondence and other papers on conservation and preservation of
wildlife, and the creation and protection of parks, wetlands and preserves. The Subject Series includes a subseries on
"Expeditions" that document Hubbs' expeditions and field trips, while the actual field notes and data resulting from those
expeditions are filed under species headings in the Marine Life Series. Material filed in the Subject Series under
"Explosions" concern studies conducted by Hubbs and others on the effects of underwater explosions on fish populations.
Material filed in the Subject Series under "Introductions" concern the introduction of exotic species into new environments.
Documentation of Hubbs' monthly trips to collect surface temperature data from stations from San Diego to Baja California,
Mexico, can be found in Subject Files under the heading "Temperature."
Correspondence
Hubbs kept a chronological file of his outgoing correspondence called the "F-file." This file was made available to his 
students and associates for a month or more after the correspondence was written. Correspondence was then filed under 
the main subject of incoming and outgoing letters. This makes it easy to locate material by subject, but very difficult to
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locate correspondence by date or correspondent. For instance, Carl Leavitt Hubbs and Robert Rush Miller first corresponded
in 1937 when Miller wished to become Hubbs' field assistant and made arrangements to join Hubbs on a desert field trip.
Hubbs filed this correspondence in the Marine Life Series under "Fishes, Western North America Freshwater,
Correspondence," as the letters include some information on the specimens they collected on the field trip.
Correspondence exchanged by Carl Leavitt Hubbs and Errol Flynn concerning their 1948 cruise to Baja California on the
yacht ZACA is filed in the Marine Life Series under "West Coast Localities, Mexico, Baja California: San Ignacio Lagoon."
Correspondence concerning publications by Hubbs and others were filed under the subject heading "Publications." For
instance, letters discussing Rachel Carson's, The Sea Around Us, were filed under "Publications -Rachel Carson."


