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YOSHIKO UCHIDA TITLES
Yoshiko Uchida, who lived in Berkeley, California, was the author of
many children’s books, as well as books for adults. She was the
foremost Japanese American woman writing about the Japanese
American experience. She said of these books: “I hope not only to
reinforce the self-knowledge of young Asians, but to give all young
people a sense of continuity with history and kinship with the past."

JOURNEY TO TOPAZ
Yoshiko Uchida
JOURNEY TO TOPAZ tells of eleven-year old Yuki
Sakane and her family who, after the bombing of
Pearl Harbor, are uprooted from their California
home and forced to live in Topaz, a bleak desert
concentration camp.
“This tragic herding of innocent people is described
with dignity and a sorrowful sense of injustice that
never becomes bitter."
Saturday Review
“Although classified as juvenile reading, many adults
will find this book enlightening. It is written with skill,
sensitivity and a confidence gained from first-hand
experience.”
Lee Ruttle, Pacific Citizen
ALA Notable.
CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDED READING LIST CORE TITLE

160pp., 5/2X814
ISBN 0-916870-85-5
Paperback 8.95

THE MAGIC LISTENING CAP
Yoshiko Uchida
“These tales are pervaded by a recognition of the
decency and dignity of simple, average people, and
by a sound moral contrast between generosity and
greed, wisdom and folly.”
New York Herald Tribune
"Those searching for a sense of equanimity and
direction. . . will value Yoshiko Uchida's simple,
graceful parables about human nature.”
Los Angeles Times
Herald Tribune Honor
CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDED READING LIST CORE TITLE

160pp., 5 x 8
ISBN 0-88739-016-1
Paperback 8.95

SEA OF GOLD
Yoshiko Uchida
“All the heroes In these 12 tales inhabit a homely world
into which the miraculous enters. . . Yoshiko Uchida
has retold these ancient tales quite beautifully..
New York Times Book Review
“These are generally simple stories, infused with the
magic and hyperbole of good tales, and written in an
unadorned style that presents virtually no words a 6year-old doesn’t know, yet keeps a grown guy inter
ested in reading. The title story was my favorite, but
there is little fall-off anywhere. And two or three weeks
later, both of the listeners recall good scenes to each
other. A fine family book.”
Kurt Rheinheimer
A CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDED READING LIST TITLE

144pp., 5 x 8
ISBN 0-88739-056-0
Paperback 8.95
THE DANCING KETTLE
Yoshiko Uchida
Here are fourteen authentic folk stories, retold with
humor and charm, which will delight children and
those who read and tell stories to them.
“A new edition of a book first published in 1949, this
collection contains 14 Japanese childrens stories —
among them “Urashima Taro,” “Momotaro" and “Issun
Boshi” — retold in Uchida’s own words and adapted
‘so they would be more meaningful to the children of
America.’”
Pacific Citizen
“A delightful collection . . . retold with a simplicity of
language and variety of plot that makes them perfect
material for the story hour.”
Library Journal
184pp., 5 x 8
ISBN 0-88739-014-5
Paperback 8.95
SAMURAI OF GOLD HILL
Yoshiko Uchida
In SAMURAI OF GOLD HILL, young Koichi and his
Samurai father (defeated champion of the Shogun)
come with the Wakamatsu Colony to establish a tea
and silk-farm in post-gold-rush California.
“This well written and researched historical fiction
about the first Japanese immigrants to the United
States easily allows the reader to identify with Koichi
and his people. The main story line follows Koichi, a
twelve year old boy of a Samurai family, through his
adventures and conflicts, stemming from the downfall
of the feudal system in Japan in 1868. The illustrations
are magnificent, sophisticated black and white brush
stroke drawings, originally done on rice paper. This
gives the book a distinct Japanese flavor.”
Childrens’ Book Review Service
128pp., 5^x814
ISBN 0-916870-86-3
Paperback 8.95
A CALIFORNIA COMMONWEALTH CLUB MEDAL WINNER

